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Dear Mr. Chairman and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing our testimony today in support of HB1261. The Maryland Legislative
Coalition (MLC) Climate Justice Wing, a statewide coalition of over 50 grassroots and
professional organizations, urges you to vote favorably on HB1261.

This bill amends the Community Solar Pilot Project to allow households that are outside of
the service area for a particular Community Solar Project to be allowed to subscribe to that
project..

Community solar projects are a critical component to meeting Maryland’s climate goals and
targets because they provide renewable energy to families and building owners that cannot
otherwise install or afford solar energy and because such projects increase the amount of
clean, renewable energy on the grid. Anyone who receives an electric bill can benefit from
community solar including renters, residents in multi-unit buildings, municipalities,
nonprofits and businesses that don’t own their roofs.

A barrier to taking advantage of Community Solar is that often the project in your subscriber
area is at capacity for subscribers, while others outside your subscriber area have not enough
subscribers. This results in potential subscribers being turned away. This bill fixes that
problem.

For these reasons, we urge a favorable report for HB1261.
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